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Uses of Water in Food for Stock. 


Every farmer and stock-grower of experience 
knows that animals require a certain quantity of 
water or moisture daily to keep them in a thrifty 
and growing condition, and will be careful dur- 
ing the winter season to see that they are fur- 
nished with an abundant supply, both as a mat- 
ter of economy as well as a means of promoting 
their health. But we refer more particularly to 
the feeding of articles, which contain different 
degrees of water, as hay, grain, or roots, and 
which require a greater or less amount of saliva 
or moisture, to prepare them for being digested 
in the stomach of the animal. 

It is estimated that seventy-five per cent. of the 
animal system is water, and it is the medium by 
which the nutritive materials are introduced into 
the system, also it is the medium by which the 
foul substances are removed from the body in the 
form of perspiration, foeces and urine. 

During the summer season while stock are at 
pasture and the food is green and succulent, so 
much .moisture is not needed to prepare it for 
deglutition, but when the animals are housed 
and the food given is of a dry character, espe- 
cially if it is wholly hay and other dry forage, 
the necessary moisture to salivate or prepare it 








Scalded Ear---Mange. 


Messrs. Eprrors:—Will you inform me 
through your valuable paper, of a remedy for 
what is called the ‘‘scalded ear’’ on a horse. His 
ears on the inside are covered with small white 
blisters. 

Also what will cure the ‘‘yellow scurf’’ on 
cattle when they have it so that the hair will rub 
off with your hand as you pass it over the parts 
affected. Please answer the above, and oblige a 
farmer and subscriber. Wu. W. Ropsirp. 

Jay, Jan. 25, 1864. 


Nore. The first query we must hand over to 
our readers for an answer. As regards the sec- 
ond, we think the disease described may be the 
mange or as it is sometimes termed, leprosy. 
This is one of the most difficult diseases to man- 
age, requiring particular attention and care to 
render it easy of cure. Gvod nursing is requisite 
as no animal will recover quickly unless skilfully 
treated. The cause is principally a debilitated 
system produced by poor fuod and want of cleanli- 
ness, which developes the acarus, a minute insect 
in the skin. These cause irritation, the animal 
rubs against objects with which they come in 
contact, the hair falls out and the skin is scurfy 
in appearance. 

Jennings recommends the following treatment : 
Take the animal on a warm sunny day, and with 
a scrubbing brush cleanse the skin thoroughly 
with castile soap and water, and when dry apply 
the following mixture, in the same manner : 
white hellebore one ounce, flour of sulphur three 
ounces, gas-water one quart, mix well together. 
Two applications are generally all that will be 
required. 

We find the following remarks on this disease, 





for the stomach must be supplied. Boussingault 
says, ‘‘the absolute necessity of a sufficient de-| 
gree of moisture in the food, in order to secure 
its due and easy digestion, greatly countenances 
the practice, which is beginning to be introduced 
in some places, of steeping hay for some time in 
water befure giving it to cattle. This necessity 
further explains the great advantages in associa- 
ting with dry fodder other very watery articles, 
such as roots, tubers, turnips, &c.”’ 

The amount of saliva necessary to moisten suit- 
ably dry feed for deglutition, is much more than 
we would naturally suppose. Experiments have 
shown that the horse in eating one hundred parts | 
of hay woald require a secretion of four hundred 
parts of saliva, while the same amount of green 
grass would require but forty-nine parts to pre- 
pare it fur the stomach. In the ruminant or cud 
chewing animals, the per cent. is still greater. A 
cow fed with thirty pounds of hay per day, would 
require about one hundred and fifty pounds of 
saliva to moisten it, but if sixty pounds of turnips 


reducing the latter to thirteen pounds, but one 
hundred pounds of saliva would be required.— 
Hence the necessity and economy of supplying | 
animals with food of different character, and con- 
taining a due quantity of moisture, and also of 
furnishing them with pleaty of drink at all times 
and seasons, but particularly when their food is 
wholly of a dry character. 


_--— -— t08er 


Appearances of Lime in Milk---Query. 


Messrs. Epirors:—Will you, through the 
Farmer, give us the benefit of your opinion in 
the following case: [ have a milch cow that has 
given milk for eight weeks, but for the last two 
weeks the milk both smells and tastes so strongly 
of lime that it is unfit for use. The cow is in 
good condition, is fed upon English hay, beets, 
or carrots and meal daily. Now ‘‘what’s the 
matter,” and what should be done in the case. 

Any suggestions or information that you may 
give will be thankfully received. 





Yours, &c., SpurwInk. 
Cape Elizabeth, Jan. 25, 1864. 
Nors. The above is entirely new to us, and, 


without further investigation, we cannot assign 
any cause for the trouble mentioned. We should 
like to have our chemical friend G. L. Goodale, 
M. D., of Portland, test the milk and ascertain 
if there really is an excessive secretion of lime 
in it, or whether the odor and taste arise from 
some other cause. In the mean time, we would 
advise to change her diet as completely as it will 
do, and at the same time give her suflicient nour- 
ishment, and as an alterative, occasionally wet 
her hay with a solution of common glauber 
salts, (sulphate of soda) say a quarter of a pound 
to a couple of gallons of warm water.—Eps. 





Proparation and Uses of Muck---Quory. 





Messrs. Entrors :—I design to prepare a com- 
post of lime and muck the coming summer, as a 
top-dressing for grass lands. Please answer the 
following queries through the Farmer. 

l. ew lone after the muck is removed from 
its bed before the lime should be applied ? 

2. Ln what state should the lime be when thus 
applied ? 

3. What quantity of lime should be used with 
one cord of muck ? 

4. How much of the compost should be applied 
to the acre? C.J. F. 

Gorham, Jan. 2lst, 1864. | 


Norz. 1. It would be better to have the muck 
pretty well dried before applying the lime, and 
the time required for this must of course depend 
on circumstances. 


in the Journal of Agriculture : 


“There are three primary causes for the ap- 
pearance of the mange. One is from exposure 
and hunger; another in the disarrangement of 
the digestive organs ; the third, contagion. We 
have cases in our stock this season, that were 
probably brought on by feeding too liberally with 
corn fodder. The stalks, in their dry state are 
very hard to digest, and by overloading the 
stomach with them, digestion bas been disar- 
ranged. Mange generally makes its appearance 
about the eyes, and unless arrested, will spread 
rapidly, and in aggravated instances prove fatal. 
Fresh grease, of almost any kind, if thoroughly 
applied will generally arrest the spread of the 
discase. A wash, also, made of gunpowder dis- 
solved in water, is recommended. These applica- 
tions, do not, of course, remove the cause of the 
disease—they only hold it in check by allaving 
the irritation and preventing its spread. Unless 
the case is aggravated, a little attention to diet 
will affect a cure. The animal should have fre- 
quent and regular access to water and salt—should 
be kept clean and warm. with nothing to eat ex- 
cept what will easily and readily digest. 


Swamp Land---Cranberries. 








Messrs. Eprrors :—I have a tract of land about 
one acre of which, [ have drained, and cleared, 
and sowed on grass seed one year ago last fall. 

t came up well but nearly all died the following 
summer. This piece of land was covered with 
spruce, wood, laurel, &c., the muck is from eight 
to ten feet deep upon it and about tw» feet on the 
surface appears to be fine and quite well pulver- 
ized. The water does not stand on the surface, 
nor can a team work on it. Will you inform me 
through the Farmer what can be done to this 
piece of land to make it produce grass? Will it 
produce cranberries? What is the best kind, 
and where can the roots be found? 

SuBscRizER. 


Nore. It is possible that the muck on the sur- 
face which our friend speaks of is wholly made 
up of nothing but very finely divided vegetable 
matter. If that be the case, when the heat and 
drouth of summer comes on, it drys up to a pow- 
der, and of course grass or anything else dies. In 
such case you want something to amend or im- 
prove the texture, such as loam, or a mixture of 
clay and sand. Suppose you try a few rods of it 
by carting on a load or two of soil from the near- 
est upland and incorporating it together? It is 
also possible that there may be some acid matter 
in the muck which needs to be neutralized. Burn 
some of the muck and scatter the ashes on the 
surface, or spread on common wood ashes. 

As to the raising cranberries, if you have not 
got it too dry they will grow there. Cranberries 
need water. 
make a cranberry paradise. You want water for 
cranberries, but you ought to have the command 
of it so as to regulate the supply as you please. 
Any vines from a cranberry bog will answer the 
purpose. You will often find in the same bog 
two varieties—one a longish, oval shaped berry, 
and others more globular. The oval ones are 
thought to be best.—Eps. 








Sore Mouth and Eyes in Sheep. 


One of our subscribers enquires for a remedy 
for sore eyes in sheep, and thinking it probable 
that others of our readers may have flocks afflict- 
ed in the same’manner, or with sore mouth, we 
give the following remedies which are recommend- 


/ed for these diseases. 


In case of sore mouth the parts affected should 


be well smeared with an ointment composed of 


tallow, one-quarter of a pound, fresh butter, one- 
quarter of a pound, tar, a half-teacupful, sul- 
phur, one tablespoonful. Melt the tallow, but- 











2. The best way is tu ‘“‘dry-slake’’ the lime, as 
it is called, with water in which common salt. 
has been dissolved, forming « stroug brine. 

3. About four bushels of the slaked lime. 

4. The amount per acre mast be left t» your | 
own judgment or means you have. Some consider 
a cord of muck (100 bushels) thus prepared equal 
in fertilizing effect to a cord of cow manure, but 
it doesn’t always prove so.—Eps. 





Tobacco Growing in Nova Scotia. 





Mzasrs. Epirors:—As you stated in the Farmer 
last year that you would send any of your sub- 
scribers a small quantity of the long leaf tobacco 
seed on receipt of the return postage, I enclose 
the amount, and would be obliged if you would 
send me sufficient to introduce the variety here. 
We grow the round leaf, but would like to get 
the other, as ours does not grow very large. We 
understand the culture and mode of curing, but 
have never been able to obtain the particulars of 
the method of manufacturing it, and it you could 
ae me — through the medium of your 
journal or otherwise, you would gratify many of 
the amateur tobacco growers of i mpem any The 
plant grows strong and healthy here, and is not 
molested by insects. Epxuunp Woopman. 

Digby, N. S., Jan. 25, 1864. 





Nors. The seed has been sent by mail as re- 
quested. As in the case of our correspondent, 
the great want now seems to be a knowledge of 
the method of putting it up in form for use. 
We can grow and cure it to perfection, and. now 
we want to know how to manufacture it. Who 
Will give the desired information 2—Eps. 





iter and tar, and stir until well mixed; when 


nearly cold add the sulphur, or simple sulphur 
and hogs lard would probably be effectual. 

Sore eyes result from various causes: as ex- 
posure to strong odors in a tight burn, drinkiog 
impure water, catarrhal inflimmation, &+. For 
a cure bathe the eyes in tepid water fur several 
days, or dissolve an ounce of white vitriol in a 
pint of warm water and apply thoroughly to the 
eyes after washing them clean. Repeat tilla 
cure is effected. : 


Bloody Milk---Remedy. 


Messrs. Epirors :—I have a heifer two years 
old last epring. Last April she dropped a calf 
and bid fair to make a nice cow antit about the 
Ist of December she commenced giving bloody 
milk out of one teat — continues todo so. If 
you can give me a rem through your 3 
that will help her, you will pe oblige - 
SuBscriBer. 





Trenton, Jan. 25th, 1864. 


Nore. Give your heifer, a tablespoonful of 
powdered saltpetre in some meal, and repeat the 
dose for three Successive days. We have seen 
white beans recommended asa remedy for this 
trouble.—Eps. 


2eGer 


To Correspondents. 





We have quite a number of communications on 
hand, which we have been prevented from using 
by the press of matter in connexion with the do- 
ings of the Board of Agriculture, but which shall 
receive immediate tion. 


| 
} 


Sand and water and muck or mud, afruit by propagating the hardest varieties on 


itu the long wooled New Brunswick breeds, most- | 


Communications. 


For the Maine Farmer. 


Trip Through Aroostook---No. 3. 








No section of the State has furnished a larger 
per centage of strong men for the army than this 
county. Among the hardy pioneers there were 
but few drones. None but brave, working men 
could have courage to march into the wilderness, 
erect the campand conquer the forest with axe 
and fire. Some three years ago when the tide of 
emigration was so strong from the southern and 
western portion of the State, from Vermont, New 
Hampshire and Massachusetts, the pioneers did 
not hesitate to strike back into the forests, feel- 
ing quite sure that neighbors would soon follow 
them—that the ‘‘spotted path’? would soon be 
exchanged for a carriage road—streams would be 
bridged, mills built, schools established, and 
they would soon enjoy most of the blessings they 
had parted from ‘‘outside.’"* Now their fond 
hopes are blighted, the expected neighbor has 
gone to war—the new settler hires the next man 
to take charge of his little family and farm, and 
enlists—clearings are neglected, bushes grow up 
and the roads are unbuilt. Others break up and 
sell out cheap, or fasten up and leave their fami- 
lies with some relative. ‘These deserted homes, 
now noticed by no path through the snow, pre- 
sent a silent and lonely appearance, and seem to 
say, ‘gone to war.’’ Lam told that this town 
of Sherman, which contained about 150 voters, 
has furnished 105 soldiers—leaving but few 
‘heads of families’? behind. A widow and fath- 
erless children in the house where Lam now 
writing, can tell one of the many sad tales of war. 

Fearing | may encroach upon your columns, | 
will omit a description of many interesting por- 
tions of Aroostook, after giving a tribute tu the 
merits (in my humble opinion) of the county for 
its lumber and agricultural resources, and to the 
enterprising people yet left inside. Fromea win- 
ter view of the farms and farm stock in Fort Fair- 
field, Presque Isle, Lyndon and Ashland, I should 
judge that farmers are quite as comfortable and 
prosperous as those outside. At Maple Grove 
und vicinity, grade Hereford and Devon cattle 
can be traced back to J. W. Haines’ stock, who 
has given his neighbors sume good specimens. | 
Our Kennebee friend, W. A. Sampson, is also ac- | 
tive in improving the stock in that section, e8- | 
pecially sheep. He is now introducing a Span- | 
ish Merino buck, which will be quite a contrast | 
ly kept in Aroostook. Friend Sampson is also 
encouraging the farmers by manufactnring their | 
grain, woul, and cedar, in his new steam mill, | 
said to be the only steam power in the county. | 
Che soil is said to be excellent here, and is easily | 
worked, too free from stone, and gives lurge crops. 

Presque Isle is 80 well known for its editorial | 
talant, that it needs no ‘*mere mention’”’ of -xine. 
After saying that, to a stranger the village looks | 
rather low—that the new academy is beautifully | 
located above, in a spruce grove; that the enter- 
prising villagers are upward and onward, and | 
where they can enjoy the Sunrise in stormy time, | 
that the first cordial grasp was received early in | 
the morn from our friend Gilman, the Pioneer | 
man, who has not furgotten his early training at | 
the Farmer office, and that the young farms 
around this hub look about equal to any in the 
State—I will leave the field for the fraternity. 

Among the attractive places on Aroostook river 
is Lyndon, an excellent township, settled by a 
go-ahead class of people—where the school houses 
show that they intend to cultivate the mind as 
well as the soll. The village of Caribou is furn- 
ished with good water power, which is well im- 
proved. The neat, well finished and painted 
houses, some partly screened by natural spruce 


rural manufacturing district outside. As a proof 
that this is a reading community, the postmaster 
says one hundred and thirty newspapers have 
been taken at the office. 

Leaving the most level portions in the eastern 
section of the county, hills and rocks begin to 
abound on the road to Ashland, where the fea- 
tures of the county, with the Aroostook range of 
mountains on the west, reminds one of the old 
hill counties below. Ashland, No. 11, was long 
ago the lumbermen’s depot, being the headquar- 
ters for operations on the Aroostook and on the 
Fort Kent road. It commanded a good market 
for supplies. Among the enterprising, early set- 
tlers, was A. '[. Movers from Vassalboro’, who 
has long been trying to prove the capacity of the 
soil and climate for farming, 
charding. Although pretty closely contined to 
his store and post office for about twenty years 
past, he has raised up and set out large quantities 
of apple trees, some ‘of which are now in bear- 
ing. He finds much to contend with in this cli- 
mate and in an exposed situation, where deep 
snows often damage the trees, but after years of 
trial is confident that he can and will raise good 


dwarfish trees. He finds the crab a good stock 
for grafting. A good flock of sheep and six nice 
colts in his barns, gave proof of good breeding 
and management. He says he has sold colts to 
the amount of about $1,000 within a few years, 
and none less than $100 from two to four years 
old. 

By the way, Aroostook, or portions of it, seem 
to be ahead of older counties in the quantity and | 
quality of colts for the team. Very few oxen are | 
now worked, while the heavy horses are well 
adapted to farming and lumbering. Colts can be 
as one raised here as any where in Maine, at 
least, and they will carry themselves to market. 

After mingling with all grades of Aroostook- 
ers, from the older, well settled towns, to the 
denizens of the forests in the rude log cabin, I 
find as much real comfort as among the rest of | 
mankind outside. They soon learn to bear some | 
privations cheerfully. The ladies here think one 
of the greatest hardships they have to endure, is 
the absence of men, who are now in camp, either 
the soldiers’ camp, the logging camp or shingle 
camp. Sometimes the latter are at home, where 
the family can all have a good time in one room. 
The ladies find good wholesome exercise working 
fragrant cedar, while the children have real sport 
piling on the dry shavings in the great stone fire 

ace. 

The shingle trade is now brisk ; the excellent 
time for swamping out the timber has been im- 
proved, and now all hands are pretty busy mak- 
ing and marketing. The best are worth $3.75 
at Patten. Oats, the best in the State, are worth 
fifty to seventy-five cents per bushel ; hay $8 to 
$12 per ton. 

To those who are looking Aroostook-ward for 
a home, I would say there is plenty of good land 
left ; there is good society ool good schoul houses 
in many places, but a fair capital to start with 
is as convenient here aselsewhere.  S. N. T. 

Sherman, Jan. 1864. 





For the Maine Farmer. 
Piscataquis Central Agri’l Society. 


At a meeting of the Piscataquis Central Agri- 
cultural and Horticultural Society, holden at 
Dover the 30th day of December, 1863, for the 
choice of officers for the year ensuing, the follow- 
ing were chosen : 

A. M. Robinson, Dover, President ; Seth Lee, 
Atkipson, E. G. Flanders, Sangerville, Vice Pres- 
iden® ; Lyman Lee, Foxcroft, Secretery and 
Treasurer ; L. Robinson, Foxcroft, P. M. Jeffords, 
Foxcroft, Charles Loring, Guilford, Trustees ; 
Lyman Lee, Foxcroft, Collector. 





East Somerset Agricultural Society. 


At the annual meeting of the East Somerset 
Agricultural Society, the following were elected 
officers for 1864 :—C. B. Stinchfield, President ; 
H. H. Webb, Geo. Wiltshire, Vice Presidents ; 
Thos. Faller, Secretary ; A. J. Moor, Collector 
and Treasurer; Wm. M. Palmer, John Rowell, 
Arnold Palmer, N. B. Turner, George Wiltshire, 





| refused $26 for. 


groves, gives the place the semblance of a small |. 


ardening and or- | 











Trustees. 


for the Maine Farmer. 
Kerosene Oil on Animals. 


Messrs. Epirors:—In reply to your inquiry 
about the use of Kerosene oil on animals, [ will 
give what information I have in regard to it. 
Last spring I made a light application of Kero- 


lice ; the first effect seem to be to make the calve 


or eat, and in the course of the spring the hair 
entirely came off wherever a particle of the oil 
had seemed to touch; and worse still, the skin 
became dry and ¢racked and thick scabs would 
curl up and peel off, 80 that in the course of the 
summer the calves had not only to produce a new 
growth of hair, but to a considerable extent a 
new growth of skin, which detracted much from 
their general thriftiness. The calves were ex- 
posed to a rain soon after the application of the 
oi), but as they were no worse after the rain than 
before, I do not know that it enhanced the injury. 
I think if the rain had not distributed the oil 
over a larger surface, the injury where it was at 
first applied would bave been much worse. 

One fact | have omitted—the lice were most 
effectually exterminated, and the skin cleansed, 
but I think it a very severe way of cleansing the 
skin or promoting the growth of hair, and cer- 
tainly at the expense of the thrift and comfort of 
the animal. 

Respectfully yours, 

Sidney, Jan., 1864. 


A Supscriser. 





For the Maine Farmer. 


A Sheep Rack. 


Mexssrs. Evitors :—I send a description of a 
sheep rack, which I think a little the best in use. 
It is made as fullows: [ lay sills four feet long 
near the ends of the racks; upon these lay a 
plank floor about three feet wide, nail a strip of 
hoard five or six inches wide around the edges ; 
then set a small post in each sill, and on each 
side of the form, sume three feet high, put a pole 
on the top, each side of the rack, and set a brace 
from the top, or nearly, of the posts to within an 
inch or two of the center of the platform. Take 
| hoards the length of the rack, nail them upon 
«the Lraces, down to within a point three inches 
from the floor, and nail slats from the edge of the 
platform to the top rail, fur the sheep to put their 
heads through, close up the ends and it is done. 

Milo, Jan. 24, 1864. C. J. 








For the Maine Farmer. 


Shcep Profits: 


Messrs. Epitors :—Seeing a number of articles 
in the Farmer relating to profits on sheep, L 
thought I would give you the profits on three 
Spanish ewe sheep in my flock, the last season. 
The three sheep raised four nice lambs, three of 
which I sold for $75, and the fourth lamb I have 
They sheared nine pounds of 
woul each, making twenty-seven pounds, which 
sold for seventy-five cents per pound, making 


| $20.25, and amounting in the whole, to one hun- 


dred and twenty-one dollars and twenty-five cents. 
Try again South Windham. 


S. W. Tincuam. 
Anson, Jan, 19, 1864. 


Maine Board of Agriculture, 




















Reported for the Maine Farmer. 
Proceedings of the Maine Board of 
Agriculture. 


Saturpay, Jan. 30. 

Met according to adjournment. 

Journal of yesterday read and accepted. 

The resolves presented by Dr Weston from the Penob- 
scot Sheep-keepers’ Association, in regard to the taxa- 
tion of dogs, was called un and discussed at some length. 

Mr Wasson said the law as passed by the last Legis- 
lature for the taxation of dogs, fuiled of its effect, simply 
because the enforcement of the law was left to the dis- 
cretion of the towns. 

After making some few remarks upon the resolves, he 
thought they should be submitted to the Secretary of the 
Board, and that he be requested to present the matter to 
the Legislature. 

Dr Weston believed we should ask for a tax of $2,00 
upon each dog. ° 

Mr JaquitH thought we should be apt to overdo the 
matter if we attempted to ask too much of the Legisla- 
ture in this matter. Thought we should reeommend a 
tax of $1,00 each on dogs—not leaving it with the towns 
—and that the money so raised should constitute a fund 
for the payment of the losses caused by the ravages of 
dogs to sheep. 

Mr Goopa te said it was not the province of the Board 
to make laws; he believed the Board should demand, in 
behalf of the farmers of the State, protection to sheep 
husbandry against dogs, and then let the Legislature 
make such a law as was required. 

Mr Anperson thought the resolves should be amended 
by asking for a tax of $1,00 instead of $2,00, as the re- 
solves asked for. The object of the tax was designed to 
remove a special hindrance to sheep husbandry, and 
not as a tax upon the dog asa revenue based upon the 
value of the animal. 

Mr Bicetow agreed with the remarks of Mr Goodale, 
and made a few remarks in favor thereof, drawn from 
his own experience. Believed the best means of getting 
rid of the dogs was to kill them. 

Mr Wasson presented the following: 

Ordered, That the Secretary of the Board of Agricul- 
ture be directed to call the attention of the Agricultural 
Committee of the Legislature to the fact that no stand- 
ard of weight bas been affixed by the Statutes of Maine 
for parsnips, onions, turnips or beets; and also that the 
standard weight for beans, peas, ruta bagas, mangold 
wurtzel and sugar beets differs from that of Massachu- 
setts, and to ask for such legislative action as necessity 
requires. 

Mr Anperson spoke of the necessity of arriving ata 
uniformity in the watters of weights aud measures, and 
moved that the matter be referred to the Secretary. It 
was carried, 

Mr ANDERSON spoke of the importance of fishways in 
our rivers and large streams interrupted by wills or 
dams, as having a direct connection with the interests 
of agriculture, and mentioned the fact that in one of 
the towns in Lincoln county a fishway had been con- 
structed in its principal river, and the income therefrom 
was nearly enough to pay the entire taxes of the town. 
He had received a communication upon this subject from 
an eccentric old friend of his father’s and his own, a 
man of deep thought and original views, Jonathan Mor- 
gan, of Portland, and he moved that the communication 
and order be referred to the Secretary. 

Mr Rogers thought the Board should not step aside 
from its legitimate business to go a fishing. 

Mr Goopa.e asked what was the object of agriculture? 
To produce food. We call stock husbandry a considera- 
ble object. Why not stock our rivers with fish as well 
as our pastures with cattle? In England it has been 
demonstrated that an acre of water will, by the culture 
of fish by artificial means, produce as much food as an 
acre of land. With our facilities for the businees of fish 
culture i@Paine, he did not think it improper for the 
Board to suggest legislative action in this matter. 

Mr Rogers thought it should be left to the Legisla- 
tive Committee on Agriculture, or to the Committee on 
Fisheries. 

Mr Jaquira stated that he believed it was well known 
that fishes in passing up and down the rivers destroy a 
great number of injurious insects. 

Mr Pratr made some remarks favoring the views of 
Mr Goodale, and advocating the suggestion proposed by 
Mr Anderson. He hoped the Board would suggest some 
means by which it could be carried out. 

Mr Bicetow also spoke upon the matter—his remarks 
favoring the opinion advanced by Mr Goodale. 

After some further remarks, the following order was 
introduced by Mr ANDERSON : 

Ordered, That the Secretary of the Board be instructed 
to urge upon the proper Legislative Committee, the im- 


sene vil to two calves that were troubled with. ee Ditt thought the report conveyed the idea that it 


so stiff and sore that they would not move about — 


portance of encouragement to the propagation of fish in 
our ponds and streams, 


The resolve introduced yesterday upon the subject of 
Immigration was read a second time and adopted. 

Mr Rogers from Committee on Topic No. 4, read his 
report a second time. 


more profitable to sell hay than to feed it out. This 
he did not agree with. 

Some discussion occurred in regard to the feeding of 
hay to sheep and cattle in opposition to its being sold, 
which was entered inte at some length by Messrs. Was- 
son, Jaquith, Dill, Rogers, Bigelow and others, and it 
was assigned to Monday forenoon at 9 o’clock, for its 
final disposition. : 

The report on Topic No. 2, in relation to the Agricul- 
tural College, was called up and had its third reading. 
Two additional resolves were presented by the Commit- 
tee, which together with the resolutions were adopted. 
The following are the additional resolves: 


Resolved, That the Board fully assents to, and endorses 
the sentiments expressed in the resolves upon this sub- 
ject which were adopted at their session of last year, 


Resolved, That in the opinion of this Board, it is de- 
sirable that the Agricultural and Industrial College 
should be put in operation at the earliest period practi- 
cable, 


The vote was afterwards reconsidered, ard the report 
and resolves placed upon the table. Adjourned. 


SATURDAY AFTERNOON Srssion, 
Met according to adjournment. 
The Secretary stated that Mr J. L. Taur of Garland, 
had invented a machine for cutting, dropping, and cov- | 
ering potatoes at one operation, one of which was on ex- 
hibition. He suggested the propriety of choosing a 
committee to examine the machine and report upon the 
same. That Committee consisted of Messrs. Anderson, 
Chamberlain, and Bigelow. 
The report of the Committee will be given hereafter. 
The article on ‘Salt as a Fertilizer,” received its third 





reading and was adopted. 
The report on Topic No. 4 was called up and assigned | 
to Monday afternoon. 

Mr Cuampbervaty’s report upon ‘Improved Agricul- 

ture” was finally disposed of by being adopted. 

Dr Weston's report on “The Influence of Manufac- 





himself. It is the root of a vegetable that may be gen- 
erally known as entering largely into the adulteration 
of coffee, as ground and packed by grocers, It is much 
used in its present pure state, or with a slight admixture 
of coffee, both in this country, and in England, Germa- 
ny and other countries of Europe. It is nearly allied to 
the Dandelion, and medicinal virtue is accorded to it. 
The most of the article used in this country is grown in 
Germany, and prepared for transpertation by kiln-dry- 
ing; the roots being first split or sliced. The article 
has for many years been constantly growing in favor. 
Mr C. assures us that ina dry, deep soil, it will yield 
equal with the carrot. The roots, which are white and 
smooth, strike deeper than the carrot or parsnip. Cattle 
eat both the topand root readily. It may be left in the 
ground till spring asthe parsnip. It is believed that 
the demand for the article will greatly increase as it be- 
comes better known; and we know no reason why the 
supply should not be made up from our owngarms. 

Adjourned. 

Mownnay, Feb. 25. 

Board met according to adjournment. President in 
the Chair. 

Journal read and approved. ‘ 

Mr CHAMBERLAIN presented a report on the methods 
of increasing the usefulness of Agricultural Societies. 
It was read and occasioned some discussion. 

Mr Rogers did not regard the plan proposed in the 
report, of increasing the usefulness of societies as one 
that could be carried out so as to add anything to the 
present operations of the societies. He regarded the 
statements made by exhibitors of articles at our shows 
as of little account, and questioned the expediency of 
requiring them. 

Mr Jaquita said that crops were frequently entered 
for premiums when the statements in regard to their ex- 
pense was not inserted; if it was, the statements were 
often incorrect. The amounts of the grain harvested 


were often greatly over-estimated, and this was the way | 


great crops were produced. 


Mr Lez did not wish to oppose the plan suggested, | 
| but only to call in question the result of the thing. The 


statements of premium crops, as published in the Sec- 
retary’s reports, were of but little account, and thought 


tures wpon Agriculture,” was read a third time and | they were of no real use. Was willing to favor any plan 
adopted | that would bring a different result. 

On motion of Dr Weston the report and accompany- | Mr Goopace—The statement of prowlem crops, for 
ing resolves upon the “Agricultaral College” were | the last two years, have not been published, not because 
adopted, having had three several readings. they were not good and useful, but because they would 

Mr Pratt's essay on the “Caltare of Small Fruits” | occupy too much room, and swell the annual volumes of 
was read a second time (during the reading of this paper | his report beyond their prescribed size. Suggested if 
it was discussed by some of the members quite freely) | the report had not better be re-coiamitted and re-model- 
after which ed entirely. 

Mr Rocers said he would like to know the best vari- | Mr CuHawBervatn regarded it to be competent for the 
eties of grapes for out-dour growth in Maine, for gen- | Board to instract societies, through its Secretary, how 
eral culture ; and for what articles or crops premiums shall be award- 

Dr Weston, in reply to the question of Mr Rogers, ed. If it had stepped out of ite sphere, it was is re- 
said there were many kinds of grapes that could be commending the entries uf premiums to be made in the 
grown in Maine, but could not be ripened. This was | Spring. ; a 
the case with the Isabella in his vicinity, unless it had | Mr Rogers thought agricaltural societies knew bet- 


a very sunny exposure, protected and judiciously pruned. 
The Delaware, although small both in the size of the 
berry and buoch, had proved successful in Bangor. 
The Hartford Prolific would grow anywhere and ripen 
its fruit, if judiciously cared for. The Rebecca is not so 


the shoots are apt to winter kill. The Diana has also 
ripened, but he could not recommend it for general cal- 
tivation; should be trained against the wall of a house 
on the sunny side. Inregard to pruning, much depends 
upon the space they are to occupy. Inasmall space 
they should be pruned so as to form a simple cane.— 
Prune the laterals in autumn to within three buds of the 
cane, and in spring leave the one nearest the main cane, 
rubbing off the other two. An error is often made in 
cutting off the foliage to ripen the grape. It is a wrong 
practice. Should not let vines grow higher than six or 
seven feet; should not let more than one or two bunches 
of fruit grow upon one spear; thin out the remainder; 
cut off all runners when thinning out the fruit. Ma- 
nures for the grape should be composted before being 
applied. Regards three hours of morning sun worth all 
the afternoon sun, consequently prefers eastern rather 
than a western exposure. 


Prolific, and Northern Mascadine were the three best 
grapes for out-door culture in Maine. They should be 
protected in winter, for they will bear so much better 
for it the year following. Did not think so much of the 
Diana as formerly, as it is subject to the dry rot. The 
grape isa gross feeder and a delicate feeder, and it is 
very ossential that if any animal manure is applied to 
it, it should be first composted; ground bones and oyster 
shells are best. The great secret in grape growing is to 
procure good healthy well ripened wood, and take off 
three-fourths of the bunches of the fruit as soon as they 
are fully formed. Imrega:d to the Old Colony grape, 
he said that for the extreme northern part of this State 
it could be recommended, as it is very hardy, and is 
earlier than the Delaware or Hartford Prolific. He 
thinks very highly of it for such localities. In his sec- 
tion he had not succeeded in making the Black Cluster 
live through the winter. In some subsequent remarks 
he spoke of the improvements that were likely to take 
place in the grape. He believed we had not yet got 
our best grapes, and these we shall hereafter obtain from 
seedlings—of which one in a thousand may be very su- 
perior. 

Dr Weston remarked that soap suds was an excellent 
manure for the grape, but it should not be applied after 
the grapes begin to ripen. 

Mr Ditt had never been able to ripen the Northern 
Muscadine, although the Hartford Prolific, growing by 
its side, had ripened. Regards Hartford Prolific as the 
best he has ever grown. 

Mr Goopave said there was no doubt that Mr Dill’s 
‘‘Northern Muscadino” was some other variety—put up 
by mistake in the nursery—as he had never known it to 
be later than the Hartford. 

The report was assigned. 

Mr CaaMBERLAIN read a report ou Topic No. 3, re- 
garding the encouragement of Agricultura! Societies, so 
as to promote their greater usofulness, which was ac- 
cepted and assigned. 

The report on the “Scientific Survey,” recommending 
the resumption and completion of the same, was read a 
second time, and 

Dr. Weston referred to the discovery of Statuary mar- 
ble near Bangor, which is regarded as equal to the best 
quality of Italian marble, (now worth in Boston $14 per 
cubic foot) and it was necessary to have the locality ex- 
amined by a proper geologist. He stated that the ac- 
tion of the Legislature last winter, in regard to stopping 
the Scientific Survey was a very wrong one, and that it 
was now universally regarded so, even by many mem- 
bere of the Legislature who voted against the contiau- 
ance of the appropriation. 

Mr GoopaLe made some remarks in regard to the 
survey, its cost, and value to the State; and regarded it 
a matter of the highest importance that it should be re- 
sumed. 

Remarks were made by other members, all of whom 
were in favor of the resolves connected with the report, 
and it was assigned to Monday next. 

The following resolves were presented by Mr Anver- 
SON: 


Resolved, That the thanks of the Maine Board of Ag- 
riculture be returned to the Hon. Sidney Perham and to 
the U. 8. Commissioner of Agriculture for the Seeds and 
Reports which have been received. 


Resolved, That the Maine Board of Agriculture notice 
with great satisfaction, the improved character of the U. 
8. Agricultural Report, compared with those that for- 
merly emanated from the Patent Office Department. 


Mr Rogers introduced the following: 

“Does the use of fish pomace, night soil, guano and 
slaughter-house manure impair the quality of roots, veg- 
etables, grasses, grains and fruits ?” 

It was discussed at some length and laid upon the 
table. 

Mr Omamsen.ain exhibited roots of Chicory grown by 








hardy as the others, but isa good berry. The ends of | 


Mr Goopae remarked that the Delaware, Hartford | between them. 


ter what was the best way to conduct their affairs, and 
that the Board should not instruct them in so doing. 
What was the best course of procedure in one section, 
would not do for another. 

Oa motion of Mr Goopaez, the report was re-com- 
mitted. 

Mr Hates of Aroostook, presented a report on 
‘Farm Stock.” 

Mr Anperson agreed with the report in many of its 
points, but not in all. His experience and practice had 
been to select animals for breeding that are more open 
than those described in the report. His animals had 
the recommendation of an eminent Short Horned breed- 
er of being the best herd of Devons, for dairy pur- 
poses, he had ever seen. He referred to the smallness 
of the bone of the animals, and considered them the 
best for meat animals. Believed the Chester to bea 
better breed of swine than the Suffolk. 

Mr Harnes never saw any advantage of a large belly 
in a cow for milk, or an ox for working. Asa general 
thing he liked to see a straight bellied animal with a 
broad back. Regarded a cross between the Chester and 
Suffolk as the best grade of swine for general farm pur- 
poses. Finds some difficulty in making a perfect cross 
Preferred the Suffolk as the best breed 
to cross from. 

Mr. Bigetow—The farmers in my section do not like 
the Chesters. They have too much bone and do not 
take on fat readily. Find it difficult to cross them per- 
fectly—some will be all one kind. Regards the old 
Newbury White as the best breed ever imported into 
Somerset county. Wherever they are found you will 
find good hogs. 

Mr Prarr did not like the Chester Whites in his lo- 
cality. Preferred a cross of the Suffolks for a hog that 
is to be slaughtered when eight months old. 

Mr Rocers spoke favorably of the old Newbury 
Whites, and concurred with the gentleman from Som- 
erset. 

Mr Harngs gave an account of the old Newbury 
White breed of swine. They were introduced by Dr. 
Vaughan of Hallowell, under the name of the “Byfield.” 
They were the only pair of pure Newbury Whites ever 
brought into Maine to his knowledge, They had small 
ears, short legs, and long bodies. 

Mr Bice.ow said the Newbury Whites were intro- 
duced into Somerset county by Mr. Coburn, father of 
Ex-Governor Coburn, he obtaining them of Dr. Vaugban. 
The ‘‘Bedfords” were introduced by Dr. James Bates, 
formerly of Norridgewock. 

After some further discussion the paper was tabled. 

The Secretary read the report of the committee ap- 
pointed to investigate the ‘‘Potato Planter” invented by 
Mr. J. L. True. 

The report on topic No. 4, was taken up and adopted. 

The Committee to whom was referred the resolves of 
the ‘Penobscot Sheep-keepers’ Association,” reported 
the following resolutions : 

Resolved, That in the opinion of the Board of Agri- 
culture, the important interests of Sheep Husbandry de- 
mands of the Legislature the enactment of a law 
which shall impose a tax on all the dogs kept in the 
State, sufficiently large to afford adequate protection; 
and that the imposition of this tax should vot be left to 


the discretion of the several cities and towns, but should 
be imperative. 

Voted, That the Secretary prepare such papers or ar- 
ticles for his next report as in his discretion he may 
think best: 

The report on the “Geological Survey” was read a 
third time and adopted. 

Mr Rocsrs presented the following : 


Whereas, Great loss has been sustained by the public 
in purchasing of venders, old and comparatively worth- 
less garden seeds, therefore, 

Resolved, That this Board recommend to farmers and 
gardeners the importance of raising their own seeds as 
far ag practicable. 

Some discussion occurred upon this resolution, and the 
Board adjourned. 

[Nors. A member of the Board has handed us the 
following in regard to True’s Potato Planter,” with 
the request that it be published in connection with to- 
day’s proceedings.— Reporter. } 


True’s Potato Planter. 

The attention of the members of the Board of Agri- 
culture was called to a Potatc Planter, on exhibition at 
the State House, invented by Mr Jos. L. True, a young 
farmer of Garland, Penobscot County. Mr True has de- 
yoted five years to his invention, experimenting from 
year to year, contending with all the o les to success 
as they are presented on rough and hilly farms, aod he 
now comes before the public, confident that his machine 
will be found a success—no further modification to be 
desired. 


The inventor claims that the machine plants the bills 
at equal distances and of uniform depth— lated at 
will. The rapidity with which the work is accom- 
plished enables the large farmer to put in his crop at 
the best time. The machine is very simple in its con- 
struction, and firmly built. The drooping slide is so ar- 
ranged as always to secure efficient action. The plow, 
covering hoes and roller, are arranged so near together, 
and so far in the rear of the driving wheels that their 
continuous action is secured on rough places. The driv- 
ing wheels serve as markets, giving uniform distance 

straight rows. It can be put out of gear when de- 





sired, and puts itself out when maving backward. It is 
made to be drawn by one horse, and is completely under 
the control of the tender. 

We understand that arrangements are made with re- 
sponsible parties to make these machines for sale at 
about $40. We think this machine eminently worthy 
the attention of the farmers of the State. 

A Memper or tag Boarp. 
Monpay Arternoon Session. 

Buard met at 2 o’clock. 

The Report on “Smal! Fruits,” presented by Mr Prarr 
of Androscoggin, was read a third time and adopted. 

Adjourned. 


INFORMAL SESSION. 

The subject of the “‘Application of Manures” was tak- 
en up. 

Mr Bice ow of Somerset, was called to the Chair. He 
hoped the subject would be thoroughly discussed, for it 
was the matter of greatest terest to the farmers of 
Maine. He had used muck composted with ashes, lime, 
&c., and was in the habit of applying it to old mowing 
lands, and turning it under—sowing and immediately 
| seeding itdown. In using green manure he spread it 
on, buck-furrowed, planted corn, and afterwards seeded 
down, and gota good crop of grass. Had obtained a 
large increase in his hay crop by spreading four or five 
cords of manure to the acre as a top-dressing. 

Mr Prartr. It had been his practice to spread upon 
green sward and plow under 8 or 10 inches deep. His 
main object was to get grass. His svil was a sandy 
loam. Inquired in regard to top-dressing for grass 
lands, 

Mr Rocers. 
for a number of years. 


Had been in the babit of top-dressing 
Was satisfied it was the best 
method of applying manure to grass lands. Would not 
|recommend the use of green manure—should be com- 
| posted tefore using. As labor is scarce, farmers should 
manure better that they may obtain better crops from 
the same amount ef land. Did not believe in plowing 
manure ten inches deep. 

Mr Pararr did not agree with the last remark of Mr 
Rogers. 

Mr Hatwes—Had tried various experiments in the 
application of manures, and was satisfied it was better 
| applied near the surface. 
| Mr Ler thought the matter of the application of soils 
‘in the same manner with different results, could be re- 
| eonciled by knowing something of the state of tho soil 
| at the time of the «pplication. He applied his manure 
to the surface and cultivated or harrowed it in. It was 
a great fault with our farmers the’ we spread our ma- 
pure over too large a surface. 

Mr Jaquira applies his manuréeto the surface. From 
experiments made by some agricultural societies, it has 
been demonstrated that manure applied to the surface 
has produced the best crops of grain, of corn, of grass. 

Mr Divi thought it should be applied differently upon 
different soils; on light porous soils it should be plowed 
under; on heavy clay soils it should be applied to the 
surface or near it. He related some of his experiences 
in applying manures in different ways, with various re- 
sults, and remarked that the subject of manures had 
often been discussed before the Board, and he presumed 
it would never be decided or settled so long as so many 
and diverse opinions prevailed. 

Mr Dituinesax of the House of Representatives, was 
called upon and spoke at some length upon the subject. 
He had plowed in manure at the rate of 100 loads to the 
acre, and never received any benefit from it; and after- 
wards applied it near the surface—plowing the soil first 
and working it into the surface goil as much as practica- 
ble with an ox cultivator. In this way had received the 
most satisfactory results. The best way of applying 
manure is that which gives the best results. Had used 
ashes with very good results. Two hundred bushels of 
leached ashes per acre had increased the amount of hay 
one half. Applied from 1000 to 2000 bushels of leached 
ashes per annum, to his farm, at a cost of about 10 cents 
per bushel. 

{Mr Dittinenam here entered into some remarks in 
regard to the Chester breed of swine, dilating upon their 
excellent qualities in decided and expressive language. 
A discussion in regard to the best breed of swine follow- 
ed, but it did not differ materially from that previously 
reported. ] 

Mr Rogers, said his experiences and opinion corre:- 
ponded with that of the gentleman last up. Believed 
| but little manure was lost by evaporation. Said he was 
| opposed to having his and plowed deep—not over eight 
{inches at the most. Regarded subsoiling as essential. 

The discussion of the question on the application of 
manures was continued at some length, by various speak- 
ers, but no new facts were brought forth thereby. 


The Destruction of Canada Thistles, Twiteh 
Grass and Ox-Eye Daisey. 


Mr Pratr—destroys twitch grass by growing fodder 
| corn for three or four years in succession. 

Mr Jaquitu. It isa bard matter to eradicate twitch 
grass from a farm, but in a garden it can be dug out. 
Had sown land badly infested with twitch grass to turn- 
ips (ruta bagas) and it had killed it. Also suggested 
buckwheat for the same purposes. 

Mr Rocexs thought it was not desirable to eradicate 
twitch grass. It was something of a pest among hoed 
crops, but he regarded it asa valuable grass for hay. 
The land needs plowing up once im two or three years. 
Did not regard the ox-eye daisey as a pest. 

Mr Jaquitx. Mow Canada thistles when they are 
hollow, and they will die out—usually about the last of 
July or first of August. 

Mr Ditt remarked that an application of six bushels 
of salt per acre would kill the ox-eye daisey. 

Mr Storer of Harpswell, was of a different opinion. 
He regarded white weed as good for nothing for bay. 

Mr Diu spoke of the great increase of the dandelion 
and butter cup in the pastures of his vicinity, and in- 
quired if anything to prevent their spread was known. 
No one replying. 

On motion of Dr. Weston an adjournment was made. 

















Turspar, Feb, 2. 

Board met at 9 o'clock. ; 

Proceedings of yesterday read by the Secretary. 

The Secretary read a communication from Hon. Geo. 
B. Loring, of Massachusetts, in regard to the formation 
of a New England Agricultura! Society. 

Ordered, That committee of three be appointed who 
are hereby authorized to act in bebalf of the Board in 
relation to te proposition made by the Massachusetts 
Board of Agriculture relative to the foundation ofa 
New England Agricultural Society. 

The following gentlemen were appointed that com- 
mittee: John F, Anderson, Calvin Chamberlain, 8. L. 
Goodale. 

The report of Mr Haines on ‘Farm Stock” was taken 
up and adopted. 

Mr Caamper.aty, from the Committee on the “In- 
creased Usefulness of Agricultural Societies,” presented 
his report as amended, which was adopted. 

The following resolve was presented by Mr Chamber- 
lain: 

Resolved, That the Secretary in constructing his next 
report, be allowed the largest liberty in the exercise of 
his discretion as to the disposition te be made of all re- 
ports submitted to the Board. 

Unfinished business was then disposed of with consid- 
erable dispatch. In reply toa vote of thanks to the 
Chairman, Mr. ANpERSoN said: 

“GenTLEMEN:—It has been with a profound sense of 
my own short comings that I have occu 
which your kindness elevated me. Th 
just passed, is a new evidence of the favorable consider- 
ation you have daily shown yourselves disposed to ac- 
ie cnn comaptagthe position sid, ber soee witt 2 

© one occupying the position w y will, 
bave during th pallies of the Board, can do more than 
his duty. lf a man does but his duty, he merits no 
thanks; if he does less, he deserves censure. I may es- 
teem myself fortunate that I have escaped a show of 
that coolness which would indicate some dissatisfaction. 

Gentlemen, receive my sincere thanks for this compli- 
ment, and for your hearty co-operation i poeeeng the 
interest and usefulness of our annual ion.” 

The usual complimentary votes of thanks to the Seo- 
retary, Reporter, sod Messenger, were passed, and on 
motion of Dr. Westox, the Board adjourned without 


day. 








